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When it comes to text editors, some would argue the best on any 

platform is the Mac OS only BBEdit, from Bare Bones Software.

Looking for the coolest new piece of Mac OS X software? 2004 saw 

the release of groundbreaking creative apps like GarageBand, and 

games like Homeworld 2. Text editors usually don't make the list. 

When it comes to productivity, BBEdit tops many lists.

Text editors differ from word processors in that in the former, you 

can't format text, as you can in the later. Without the ability to 

change fonts, type size, margins, or add images, there is little to 

distract you from the content you create. And, when it comes to 

text editors, some would argue the best on any platform is the Mac 

OS only BBEdit, from Bare Bones Software.

BBEdit ($199.00) is the text editor of choice among many Mac-

based programmers and web developers--many applications and 

integrated development environments (IDEs) provide direct support 

for using BBEdit as a third-party source code editor.

If you don't manipulate text for a living, it is probably tough to 

justify the cost of BBEdit. If so, check out TextWrangler ($49.00), 

a budget-priced alternate offering from Bare Bones.

New and Improved



Released in August of 2004, BBEdit 8.0 offers a over 100 new 

features and refinements. These features cover the full-range, 

including User Interface Enhancements, Text Handling, Web 

Development, and Programming.

Unlike applications from other developers, however, new features do 

not get in the way of user productivity, nor impact performance of 

BBEdit. The latest version looks very much, and works very much 

like the previous release, and the one before that, and the one 

before that. Bare Bones doesn't throw in the kitchen sink, just to 

justify charging for an upgrade. New features compliment, and 

extend the users' ability to manipulate text files. As a result, it is not 

necessary to upgrade to each new release. After all, a text file is a 

text file, so there are no proprietary file formats to keep up with, and 

no issues with opening files from older versions of BBEdit (or any 

other text editor for that matter).

Installation is a simple drag install--as one would expect from a 

company that has been developing software for the Mac for over ten 

years. If you are familiar with BBEdit, you can get up and running 

with version 8 without a problem--you will just have additional 

features that you can you if you want to, and ignore if you don't.



User Interface Enhancements

The first change you will notice after starting BBEdit 8 is the 

Documents Drawer and Navigation Bar. These new features allow for 

easy access to multiple documents in a single window. You can drag-

and-drop files into the drawer, as well as select files to compare.

While BBedit does not overwhelm you with palettes the way 

Photoshop does, there are some, and many users will vary the ones 

they used, based on the task they need to perform. BBEdit 8 adds a 

new new Workspace manager, to allow users to save sets of pre-

positioned palettes.

BBEdit's multi-file search and replace capabilities have been 

enhanced, including the ability to perform multiple multi-file search 

and replace operations simultaneously.

Don't overlook the improved Spelling Checker--BBEdit now uses the 

OS X system-wide dictionary.

Text Handling

One of the biggest, and productivity enhancing features of BBEdit 8 

is Text Factories, a system for automating repetitive text-processing 

tasks—with no scripting or programming required. Text Factories are 

similar in concept to Automator, a feature to be incorporated in the 

next major release of OS X (10.4 a.k.a. Tiger). Text Factories can 

string simple text manipulations, such as "straighten quotes" to 

complex grep operations.

For those that need it, BBEdit can now work with documents written 

in multiple Unicode-represented languages.



Web Development

One of the best features of BBEdit 8 is preview server support, 

utilizing the Apache installation that comes standard with OS X. 

Now, sites that use server-side processing, such as PHP or JSP are 

rendered by the web server, so they are displayed correctly.

Existing tools were also improved, including support for CSS 2.1, and 

the ability to perform HTML syntax checks on page fragments and 

generated code and mark sections for the checker to skip. In 

addition, HTML Tidy, a popular open source tool for cleaning HTML 

and XHTML, is now part of BBEdit 8.

Programming

BBEdit Offers a slew of enhancements for programmers, including 

enhanced source control management, codeless language modules 

for readily extensible syntax coloring support, and additional 

command-line tools.

Conclusion

Already a powerful text editing tool, BBEdit 8, with numerous 

productivity enhancements, continues as a flagship tool in OS X.

Pricing and Availability

The suggested retail price for BBEdit 8.0 is US$199, and may be 

purchased directly from Bare Bones Software, as well as many major 

Macintosh software resellers. Also available are a variety of upgrade 

and cross-upgrade offerings that range in price from $49–$129.

For more information on BBEdit, or to download a fully functional 

30-day demo version, visit the Bare Bones web site.
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